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GAINESVILLE STATE SCHOOL 


4: former officers facing prison time 


Lawmakers say that sexual 
misconduct scandal signals 
that reforms aren't working 


By BRANDI GRISSOM 
and SUE AMBROSE 
Staff Writers 


AUSTIN — At least four former 
staffmembers at the Gainesville State 
School, including a woman allegedly 
pregnant with a youthful offender's 
child, are facing prison time amid al- 


legations of sexual misconduct at the 
state lockup for troubled youths. 

Since July, one former officer at 
the school has been convicted of im- 
proper sexual activity with apersonin 
custody, two others have been arrest- 
ed on similar charges and a fourth is 
expected to be arrested soon, accord- 
ingtoan email the Texas Juvenile Jus- 
tice Department sent Monday to law- 
makers and legislative leaders. 

The Dallas Morning News ob- 
tained a copy of the email, which the 


agency sent after questions by the 
newspaper regarding reports of sexu- 
al misconduct at the Gainesville 
youth lockup. 

“The Texas Juvenile Justice De- 
partment takes its mandate to pro- 
tect youths and communities very se- 
riously, and has implemented new 
guidelines providing additional mea- 
sures designed to ensure safety; TJJD 
Executive Director David Reilly said 
in a written statement. “The recent 
arrests of these juvenile correctional 


officers demonstrates that our re- 
porting mechanisms, camera foot- 
age, and checks and balances are ac- 
complishing what they were intend- 
edto accomplish.” 

The recent sexual misconduct 
comes amid agency struggles to ade- 
quately staffits lockups statewide and 
a decade after the Texas juvenile cor- 
rections agency was roiled by a 2007 
sex scandal in which at least 13 boys 


See ADVOCATES Page 18A 


TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTING 


A history of ‘danger’ 


7 
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Bullet holes are marked on the door to the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs on Tuesday as officials continued to investigate Sun- 
day’s shooting at the church where 26 people died. 


Cowboys weep 
and worship in a 
stunned town 


By NAOMI MARTIN 
Staff Writer 
nmartin@dallasnews.com 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — 
Cowboys aren’t supposed to cry, but 
in this rural South Texas town where 
26 people were gunned down in 
their own church, they can't help it 
now. 

At the Cowboy Fellowship of Wil- 
son County, where men wear their 
Stetsons and blue jeans to worship, 
the people gasped and wept through 
their prayers Monday night. 

“This is pure evil,” said elder Jar- 
rell Hill, 55. “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart. I don’t know why this 

` happened. But God does.” 

That’s the sentiment that resi- 

` dents of this small, deeply religious 
` farming community repeated over 


See GRIEF Page 12A 


A makeshift memorial builds up near the roadway on Highway 87 
on Tuesday in Sutherland Springs. 


FBI unable to break into Texas church gunman’s cellphone. 6A 


CAN international comparison explain mass shootings in the U.S.? 7A 


CORNYN calls for stronger background check system. 8A 


PENCE bringing prayer, support to survivors. 9A 
EDITORIAL: “Background checks can’t work without timely info.” 16A 


Gunman escaped 
mental facility, 
made threats 


By ALFREDO CORCHADO 
and JENNIFER EMILY 
Staff Writers 


Devin Patrick Kelley, the gunman 
who massacred 26 people in a small 
Texas church, escaped from a mental 
facility in New Mexico in 2012 where 
he was admitted after threatening to 
killhis superiors. 

Kelley had been caught “sneaking 
firearms” onto Holloman Air Force 
Base, according to an El Paso police 
report. 

Police officers were tipped off 
about Kelley's escape and tracked 
him down in downtown El Paso, 
where he was attempting to flee on a 
bus. 

The latest revelations come as au- 
thorities dig into Kelley's past to pro- 
vide amore complete picture of what 


See GUNMAN Page 12A 


ELECTIONS 17 


Voters 

reject 
us 

agency 


Service will continue for school 
year as Dallas County districts 
prepare new arrangements 


By EVA-MARIE AYALA 
Staff Writer 
eayala@dallasnews.com 


Voters gave the embattled Dallas 
County Schools bus agency the boot on 
Tuesday, moving to disband the trans- 
portation provider that has been mired 
in controversy over driver safety, finan- 
cial mismanagement and a questionable 
business deal involving stop-arm cam- 
eras. 

Returns late Tuesday night showed 
voters rejecting the ballot measure that 
would have saved the agency, according 
to unofficial results from the county. 

School bus service in the eight area 
districts that rely on DCS will continue 
for the academic year, but the agency 
will now wind down operations. 

DCS board president Gloria Levario 
wanted to reassure the agency's employ- 
ees that nothing should change for them 
for the remainder of the school year. The 
law that triggered the election does call 
for the agency board and superintendent 
to be replaced with a dissolution com- 
mittee by Nov. 15. But bus service for stu- 
dents will not be immediately affected. 

“I think we put up a good fight given 
that we had zero money to fight this 
while our opponents spent thousands of 
dollars,” Levario said. “It will be business 
as usual for our employees, but that’s all I 
know for now.” 

The committee — which will include 


See VOTERS Page 14A 


$IB bond 
package 
approved 


Mayor: Vote shows residents 
‘willing to reinvest in the city’ 


By TRISTAN HALLMAN 
Staff Writer 
thallman@dallasnews.com 


Dallas voters on Tuesday overwhelm- 
ingly supported a $1.05 billion bond 
package aimed at repairing crumbling 
city buildings and streets and adding 
parks and recreational amenities. 

Early votes — more than 15,000 of 
them were cast — showed late Tuesday 
that nearly two-thirds supported all 10 
propositions. Little changed as Election 
Day results were reported. 

Mayor Mike Rawlings said that the 
vote “shows that the citizens feel great 
about the direction that Dallas is going” 
and are “willing to reinvest in the city.” 

More than half of the $1.05 billion was 
the streets proposition. The $534 million 
proposal included money to resurface 
some of the city’s most decrepit streets, 
such as parts of Walnut Hill Road in 
northwest Dallas, North Prairie Creek 


See DALLAS Page 14A 


BUSINESS 
Capital One cuts 950 jobs 


Banking and financial services 
company Capital One says it will 
lay off 950 people in Plano. 1D 


METRO & STATE 
Sanctuary city case heard 


A three-judge panel hears argu- 
ments for and against the state’s 
sanctuary cities law. 1B 


SPORTSDAY 
Can Frogs stop Sooners? 


TCU has played against top of- 
fenses, but Oklahoma’s will be 
the best, Chuck Carlton writes. 1C 
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